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LIMITED OFFICIAL USE CAIRO 09344 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: ETRD, EWWT, EG 

SUB J : PASSAGE THROUGH SUEZ CANAL OF SHIPS ON ARAB 
- BOYCOTT LIST 

REF: STATE 75212 (NOTAL) 

1 . ALTHOUGH WE DO NOT REGARD IT AS A DEFINITIVE 
RESPONSE, GOE MINISTRY OF TRADE OFFICIAL RESPONSIBLE FOR 
BOYCOTT MATTERS DID REPLY IN MARCH 25 CONVERSATION WITH 
EMBOFF TO QUESTION ABOUT WHETHER SHIPS ON BOYCOTT LIST 
COULD TRANSIT SUEZ CANAL. OFFICIAL SAID THAT SUCH SHIPS 
WERE NOT BARRED FROM CANAL AND COULD TRANSIT WATERWAY 
WITHOUT HINDRANCE. HE SAID THAT SERVICES AT GOE PORTS, 
HOWEVER, (E.G. PROVISION OF FUEL, FOOD AND WATER) WOULD 
BE LIMITED TO WHAT VESSEL WOULD REQUIRE IN ORDER REACH 
NEAREST PORT OUTSIDE EGYPT WHERE SUCH ITEMS COULD BE 
OBTAINED. 

2. WE WILL CONTINUE EFFORTS THROUGH SUEZ CANAL AUTHORITY 
AND OTHER AGENCIES AS APPROPRIATE TO OBTAIN MORE 
DEFINITIVE GOE RESPONSE TO QUESTION POSED. EILTS 
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